
Isaiah 55:10-13 (ESV) 
10 “For as the rain and the snow come 
down from heaven and do not return 
there but water the earth, making it bring 
forth and sprout, giving seed to the 
sower and bread to the eater, 11 so shall 
my word be that goes out from my 
mouth; it shall not return to me empty, 
but it shall accomplish that which I 
purpose, and shall succeed in the thing 
for which I sent it. 12 “For you shall go out 
in joy and be led forth in peace; the 
mountains and the hills before you  
shall break forth into singing, and all the 
trees of the field shall clap their hands. 
13 Instead of the thorn shall come up the 
cypress; instead of the brier shall come 
up the myrtle; and it shall make a name 
for the LORD, an everlasting sign that 
shall not be cut off.” 
 
Romans 8:12-17 (ESV) 
12 So then, brothers, we are debtors, not 
to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 
13 For if you live according to the flesh 
you will die, but if by the Spirit you put to 
death the deeds of the body, you will live. 
14 For all who are led by the Spirit of God 
are sons of God. 15 For you did not 
receive the spirit of slavery to fall back 
into fear, but you have received the Spirit 
of adoption as sons, by whom we cry, 
“Abba! Father!” 16 The Spirit himself 
bears witness with our spirit that we are 
children of God, 17 and if children, then 
heirs—heirs of God and fellow heirs with 
Christ, provided we suffer with him in 
order that we may also be glorified with 
him. 
 
 
 
 
 

Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 (ESV) 
13 That same day Jesus went out of the 
house and sat beside the sea. 2 And 
great crowds gathered about him, so that 
he got into a boat and sat down. And the 
whole crowd stood on the beach. 3 And 
he told them many things in parables, 
saying: “A sower went out to sow. 4 And 
as he sowed, some seeds fell along the 
path, and the birds came and devoured 
them. 5 Other seeds fell on rocky ground, 
where they did not have much soil, and 
immediately they sprang up, since they 
had no depth of soil, 6 but when the sun 
rose they were scorched. And since they 
had no root, they withered away. 7 Other 
seeds fell among thorns, and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. 8 Other seeds 
fell on good soil and produced grain, 
some a hundredfold, some sixty, some 
thirty. 9 He who has ears, let him hear.” 

18 “Hear then the parable of the sower: 
19 When anyone hears the word of the 
kingdom and does not understand it, the 
evil one comes and snatches away what 
has been sown in his heart. This is what 
was sown along the path. 20 As for what 
was sown on rocky ground, this is the 
one who hears the word and immediately 
receives it with joy, 21 yet he has no root 
in himself, but endures for a while, and 
when tribulation or persecution arises on 
account of the word, immediately he falls 
away. 22 As for what was sown among 
thorns, this is the one who hears the 
word, but the cares of the world and the 
deceitfulness of riches choke the word, 
and it proves unfruitful. 23 As for what 
was sown on good soil, this is the one 
who hears the word and understands it. 
He indeed bears fruit and yields, in one 
case a hundredfold, in another sixty, and 
in another thirty.” 
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In the Name of Jesus    

Theme of the Day ~ The Preaching of the Word of Christ Bears the Good Fruits 
of Faith and Love.  As “the rain and the snow come down from heaven” and 
“water the earth, making it bring forth and sprout” (Is. 55:10), so the Word of God 
accomplishes the purpose for which He speaks it, granting joy and peace 
through the forgiveness of sins and producing the fruits of faith and love in those 
who are called by His name. Christ Jesus, the incarnate Word, has established 
the name of the Lord as “an everlasting sign that shall not be cut off” (Is. 55:13). 
He opens our ears to hear, our minds to understand and our hearts to believe 
His Word, lest the evil one come and snatch it away. He thus transforms our 
rocky hearts into good soil, which clings to the Gospel and “indeed bears fruit” 
(Matt. 13:23). He is Himself the firstfruits of all who “have received the Spirit of 
adoption as sons” (Rom. 8:15). Thus being “led by the Spirit of God,” we are not 
afraid, but we cry out in faith to our Father in heaven (Rom. 8:14–15). For as we 
suffer with Christ, the beloved Son, so shall we “also be glorified with him” (Rom. 
8:17).   
 

ORDER OF SERVICE Divine Service Setting One   p. 151 

OPENING HYMN “Open Now Thy Gates of Beauty” LSB 901 

SERMON HYMN “Almighty God, Your Word is Cast” LSB 577 

SERMON “Gospel Good News: So What… or Sow It?”” Matthew 13:1-9, 18-23 

DISTRIBUTION HYMNS “Hark, the Voice of Jesus Crying” LSB 827 vv. 1, 3-4 
     “Faith and Life and Truth Bestowing” LSB 584 
 “Behold, a Host, Arrayed in White” LSB 676 
 “On What Has Now Been Sown” LSB 921 
 “Sent Forth By God’s Blessing” LSB 643 

CLOSING HYMN “Almighty Father, Bless the Word” LSB 923 

Pastor  Paul Hauser      
Organist    Tami Mosher 
Elders  Frank Yell & Dale Rohde 
A/V Travis Yell 
Acolyte    Mckenna Kumar 
Ushers      Ken Knoerr, Bruce Tessin, Roger Kade 
Greeters Bud & Millie Parker 

http://www.zionhemlock.org/


Our Measure of Love and Gifts 

Attendance last week – 76 Needed for The Lord’s Work at Zion $3,856 ~ 
Received for the Lord’s Work $3,229 = Loose Plate $91, Envelopes $2,268 
Mission $242, Maintenance $628; Cap Prj. $10. 

Please pray for your fellow Christians on their birthday: Jul 21- Daniel 
Berger; Jul 22- Tanya Duma, Ella Kocsis, Linda Laurenz; Jul 23- Ashley Coulter, 
Chris Farrar; Jul 24-Ralph Bluemer, Dylan Kern, Jim Willman; Jul 25- Sydney 
Grossman, Summer Little, Don Tessin (his 84th); Jul 26- Holley Hanson, Wesley 
Northrup, Pat Schullo, Bobbie White. 

Today’s Memory Verse ~ “Be strong in the Lord and in His mighty power. Put 
on the full armor of God so that you can take your stand against the devil’s 
schemes. For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, 
against the authorities, against the powers of this dark world and against the 
spiritual forces of evil in the heavenly realms.’ Ephesians 6:10-12 

Life Line Screening will be at St. Mark Lutheran Church Friday, July 21, 2017. 
You may register for these important screenings today by calling 866-299-0469, 
text the word circle to 797979, or at www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle.   

Annual Car Tractor Show  ~ Help is needed for the car and tractor show to be 
held on Sunday, July 30 from noon - 5 pm. Pies are also needed for the pie 
auction to be held at 3:00 pm. Signup sheets are in the narthex. See where you 
may be able to help out. See Lois Tessin with questions.  

Merrill Farm Fest/Hemlock Sawdust Days Parades ~ Help is needed to 
decorate a float on Monday, July 17 at 7:00 pm at the church. Signup sheets are 
in the narthex. Help us make our presence known in the Hemlock/Merrill 
community. See Lois Tessin with questions.  

 

Grace is a Gift 
When we work an eight-hour day and receive eight hours' pay for our 
efforts…that is a WAGE.  
When we compete with an opponent and receive a trophy for our superior 
performance… that is a PRIZE.  
When we receive something in recognition for our service or achievement… 
that is an AWARD.  
But when we can earn no wage, can win no prize and deserve no award — yet 
we receive such a gift — that is unmerited favor. That is undeserved kindness. 
That is GRACE 
 

http://www.lifelinescreening.com/communitycircle

